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the purpose he had contemplated, and the time which has now
passed since Lord Selborne's letter was given to the world.
*345              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram}                                         OSBORNE. July 25. 1889.
I congratulate you on this your Golden Wedding Day.
1346  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 518.)
16, JAMES STREET. July 25. 1889.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty and gratefully thanks
Your Majesty for the message which he has had the honour to
receive this morning.
1347              General Ponsoriby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. August 16. 1889.
The Queen was much touched by Mrs. Gladstone's suggestion
that she should visit Hawarden and considered eagerly the
possibility of such a visit. But I am very sorry to say that as
all her time in Wales is fully engaged1 and as she could not extend
her stay, she was reluctantly compelled to give up the idea.
But Her Majesty thanks you and Mrs. Gladstone very much
for the kind invitation.
1348              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. January 7. 1890.
I am commanded by The Queen to thank you for the copy of
your article on Lord Melbourne and Lord John Russell.2
It is interesting to Her Majesty to read what you write on the
political events of the early part of her reign and she was pleased
with what you say of Lord Melbourne.
I am glad you have defended the Administration of my Uncle-
in-law and what you say of him in connection with The Queen
has touched her. . . .
1 The Queen visited Sir Theodore Martin at Llangollen.
a "The Melbourne Government: its Acts and Persons." Nineteenth Century.
January, 1890.